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strategy. Featuring the 
refuge in marketing 
materials alongside other 
recreational and cultural 
attractions can attract visitors 
seeking immersive nature 
�Ú�í�å�Ú�ç�Þ�Ú�ã�Ø�Ú�è�����¾�ä�á�á�Ö�×�ä�ç�Ö�é�Þ�ä�ã�è��
with local hotels, restaurants, 
and businesses to create 
packages around refuge 
events or seasons can boost 
local commerce and provide 
�Ö���Ø�ä�Ý�Ú�è�Þ�ë�Ú���ë�Þ�è�Þ�é�ä�ç���Ú�í�å�Ú�ç�Þ�Ú�ã�Ø�Ú��
connection between residents 
and their environment.

Birdwatching



22

Aberdeen Summer Concert
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The Next Phase:  
A Creative and  
Innovative Hub 

1. Creating a Dense,  
Mixed-Use Core:  
Reimagining Aberdeen’s 
downtown to reintroduce 
the density and vitality of its 
heyday involves blending 
residential, commercial, and 
cultural spaces. This approach 
fosters a vibrant street life 
and encourages community 
connections, making 
downtown a lively hub for 
living, working, and playing.

2. Embracing the Arts  
and Innovation:  
The establishment of the 
Cramer Center of Design 
and Innovation, alongside 
other creative spaces, 
can transform Aberdeen 
into a magnet for artists, 
researchers, and innovators. 
By nurturing collaboration 
and creativity, Aberdeen can 
attract a diverse community  
of creative minds eager  
to explore and express  
their talents.

Looking to the future, Aberdeen has opportunities to 
evolve into a creative and innovative hub. By integrating 
its recreational assets with cultural and economic 
revitalization efforts, Aberdeen can position itself 
as a unique destination that offers a rich and vibrant 
experience for both residents and visitors.

04SECTION
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3. Revitalizing Public 
Transportation and 
Accessibility: Reflecting 
on the era of streetcars, 
enhancing public 
transportation and walkability 
can significantly improve the 
quality of life in Aberdeen. This 
aligns with the sustainability 
and community-focused 
values of the creative class, 
making the town more 
accessible and enjoyable  
for everyone.

4. Hosting Creative and 
Cultural Events: Art walks, 
music festivals, and innovation 
conferences can animate 
the town with energy and 
creativity, showcasing local 
talent and attracting visitors. 
These events contribute 
to a lively atmosphere that 
celebrates Aberdeen’s cultural 
richness and diversity.

5. Encouraging Creative 
Entrepreneurship: 
Supporting small businesses 
and startups through 
incentives and resources 
cultivates a thriving local 
economy. Dynamic pop-up 
shops, markets, and galleries 
can transform the downtown 
area into a vibrant destination 
for unique shopping and 
cultural experiences.

6. Building Partnerships: 
Collaborative efforts between 
local government, educational 
institutions, businesses, and 
community organizations are 
crucial for realizing Aberdeen’s 
vision. These partnerships 
facilitate the pooling of 
resources, expertise, and 
enthusiasm towards common 

goals, driving the town’s 
transformative journey.

7. Developing and Marketing  
a Creative Hub: Promoting 
Aberdeen as a hub for 
creativity and innovation 
through digital marketing, 
storytelling, and branding 
can attract new residents 
and visitors. Highlighting 
the town’s heritage, vibrant 
community, and opportunities 
for creative living will be 
essential in this narrative.

In Conclusion
By embracing its past while 
boldly stepping into a future 
driven by creativity, innovation, 
and community, Aberdeen can 
redefine itself as a small town 
that offers a rich, vibrant life. 
This transformation can serve 
as a model for other small 
towns looking to revitalize their 
communities in the 21st century.

SECTION 04
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Aberdeen Summer Concert

Aberdeen Farmers Market
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The Cramer Center for Design & Innovation’s mission 
 is to advance lifelong learning in professional education, 
business, and the arts, and to stimulate innovation  
and entrepreneurship.  

Supporting the Cramer Center:

The Cramer Center is maintained 
by gifts and donations ranging 
from $400 to $4,000.

Funds support the facilities, 
public lectures, student-centered 
lectures, improvements to 
the core collection, and an 
annual booklet of knowledge 
corresponding to the themes 
identified by the advisory board.

The architecture and design 
professions are growing, and the 
Cramer Center intends to bring 
insightful dialogue to the new 
frontiers of design and innovation.

Suggested Levels of Giving

$400 - Frank Lloyd Wright Circle

$1,000 - Sustainability Roundtable

$2,500 - Gerber, Salk Fellows Circle

$4,000 - Cramer Innovation Fellows

For more information about  
the Cramer Center visit:

northern.edu/library/cramer-center

About the 
Cramer Center  
for Design & 
Innovation

APPENDIX
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Cramer Center Board  
of Directors 2024-2025:

Henry C. (Peter) Beck, Chairman, 
The Beck Group, Dallas, TX

Pat Cermak, President, Wight & 
Company, Chicago, IL

James Cramer, Hon AIA, Hon IIDA, 
Co-Chair, CCDI, Lecturer, Georgia 
Tech, Atlanta, GA

Williston Dye, FAIA, Disney 
Executive, Travelers Rest, SC

Phil Enquist, FAIA, SOM Emeritus, 
Chicago, IL

Steve Fiskum, FAIA, HGA Emeritus, 
Minneapolis, MN

Curtis Fentress, FAIA, RIBA, 
Chairman, Fentress Architects, 
Denver, CO

Erin Fouberg PhD, Executive 
Vice President, Northern State 
University, Aberdeen, SD

Luis Rico-Gutierrez, PhD, Dean, 
Iowa State University, Ames, IA

Thomas Hurlburt, AIA, Architect, 
Co-Op Architects, Sioux Falls, SD

Don Kasian, FAIA FRAIC, 
President, Kasian Architects, 
Planning, Interior Design, 
Vancouver, BC

Agatha Kessler, PhD, President, 
Aerial Futures, Denver, CO

Edward Kodet, FAIA, Kodet 
Architects, Former Chancellor, 
College of Fellows, AIA, 
Minneapolis, MN

R. Nicholas (Ryc) Loope,  
FAIA, Architect, The Studio  
at Westmoreland Farm,  
Lake Forest, IL

Evelyn Lee, FAIA, Architect  
and President-Elect, The 
American Institute of Architects, 
San Fransisco, CA

Nila Leiserowitz, FIIDA, FASID, 
Designer, Chicago, IL

Steven McKay, RIBA, CEO, DLR 
Group, Seattle, WA

Dan Noble, FAIA, CEO, HKS, 
Dallas, TX

Vini Nathan, PhD, Provost, Auburn 
University, Auburn, AL

Robin Prater, PhD, Architectural 
Historian, Atlanta, GA

Rev. Ron Prasek (ret),  
Minneapolis, MN

Raymond Ritchey, EVP, BXP, 
Washington, DC

Robert Russell, Williams Library 
Director, NSU, Aberdeen, SD

Jonathan Salk, PhD, Psychiatrist, 
Author, UCLA, Los Angeles, CA

Scott Simpson, FAIA, Architect, 
Educator, Author, Carlisle, MA

Verónica Schreibeis Smith,  
AIA, Architect and Author, 
Jackson, WY

Doug Wignall, FAIA, President, 
HDR Architects, Omaha, NE
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